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he had neglected or gone wrong in this sort of magical movement, I have seen him go back again, put himself in a proper posture to begin the ceremony, and, having gone through it, break from his abstraction, walk briskly on, and join his companion1. A strange instance of something of this nature, even when on horseback, happened when lie was in the isle of Sky3. Sir Joshua Reynolds has observed him to go a good way about, rather than cross a particular alley in Leicester-fields ; but this Sir Joshua imputed to his having had some disagreeable recollection associated with it.
That the most minute singularities which belonged to him, and made very observable parts of his appearance and manner, may not be omitted, it is requisite to mention, that while talking or even musing as he sat in his chair, he commonly held his head to one side towards his right shoulder, and shook it in a tremulous manner, moving his body backwards and forwards, and rubbing his left knee in the same direction, with the palm of his hand. In the intervals of articulating he made various sounds with his mouth, sometimes as if ruminating, or what is called chewing the cud, sometimes giving a half whistle, sometimes making his tongue play backwards from the roof of his mouth, as if clucking like a hen, and sometimes protruding it against his upper gums in front, as if pronouncing quickly under his breath, too, too, too: all this accompanied sometimes with a thoughtful look, but more frequently with a smile. Generally when he had concluded a period, in the course of a dispute, by which time he was a good deal exhausted by violence and
1 Mr. S. Whytc (Miscellanea Nova, p. 49) tells how from old Mr. Shcri-dnn's house in IJcclford-sircct, opposite Henrietta-street, with an opera-glass he watched Johnson approaching'. ' I perceived him at a good distance working along with a peculiar solemnity of deportment, and an awkward sort of measured step. Upon every pnsu as he passed along, he deliberately laid his hand ; but missing one of them, when he had got at some distance, lie seemed suddenly to recollect himself, and immediately returning carefully per-
formed the accustomed ceremony, and resumed his former course, not omitting one till he gained the crossing. This, Mr. Sheridan assured me, was his constant practice,'
3 Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3rd edit. p. 316. BOSWELL. 'The day that we left Taliskcr,' he bade us ride on. He then turned the head of his horse back towards Taliskcr, stopped for some time; then wheeled round to the same direction with ours, and then came briskly after us.' Uoswcll's Hebrides, Oct. 12, 1773-er in his chamber, and industriously treading at every step upon every other board in the flooring." ' The Spcctnto^ No. 6j2.
